NEGATIVE CASE FORM
STEPS

1.  Provide an introduction.

2.  State negative position with respect to the resolution.

3.  Re-Define terms or accept the affirmative definitions.

4.  State the negative value.

5.  State the negative criteria.

6.  Provide contentions with analysis and evidence.

STEP ONE


Write a quotation that adequately introduces the negative position with respect to the resolution and then state, “Because I agree with this position stated by ________________, I deny the resolution that (state the resolution word for word).

STEP TWO


State the specific negative position with respect to the resolution. For example, if the topic is “Resolved:  That violent revolution is a just response to oppression,”  the negative position statement could read, “The negative position in today’s debate is that violent revolution is NOT a just response to oppression.”

STEP THREE


The negative has two options on this step.  Option one is to state, “I will accept the affirmative definitions of terms.”  Option two is to state, “ I do not find the affirmative definitions acceptable and provide the following counter definitions. …..” You would then provide those counter definitions.  (Do NOT provide counter definitions if the definition is exactly or basically the same definition – only provide counter definitions of a drastically different meaning.  For example the definition of establish = to create vs. establish = to make firm or stable.)

STEP FOUR


Introduce this step with a statement like, “The negative value for this debate is ___________,” or, “The negative will advocate the value of _____________________ in today’s debate.”  You should then define the value.

STEP FIVE

Introduce the criterion with a statement such as, “In order to support the value of ________________, the negative would like to offer the criterion ________________,” or, “ To fully demonstrate the importance of the negative value, I offer the criterion of _____________________.”  You should then define it.

STEP SIX


Continue to use the same format that has been used throughout.  This section of the case may be presented by stating, “Now consider the following negative contentions.  My first contention is….” Or “There are two independent justifications for the negative position in today’s debate.  The first is…”  Another possible method to follow is “The negative will support the value ___________ in the following areas.”  Each of these approaches is acceptable.  It is best to simply choose the one that works most effectively for you and for the specific resolution being considered.

How does your criteria uphold your value?

Why is your value superior?

How does your side of the resolution support your value and criterion?

Each question should be answered with a tag line which is a heading introducing the argument, a piece of evidence with the source cited, and analysis of the evidence.
