Example Narrative Introductions

Rattlesnake Story

There was a young man enjoying a beautiful walk up a mountain.  As he reached the top, the snow was gently falling and he was amazed by the beauty around him.  Then he heard something at his feet saying, "Hey, pick me up.  I need help." The young man was shocked to see a rattlesnake at his feet.  He stepped back, afraid.  "Don't be afraid.  I won't hurt you.  I am freezing to death and I need help.  Please take me down the mountain before I die."  The young man replied, "I will not help you.  You are a snake and you would bite me."   "No way" said the snake.  "Why would I hurt you when you helped me?"  The young man decided this was true and picked up the snake, put him inside his jacket, zipped his jacket and started down the mountain.  As they moved down the mountain, it started getting warmer.  The young man patted the snake inside his jacket and told him they were getting closer to the bottom.  He began to feel the snake move and all of a sudden he felt it strike at his heart.  He opened his jacket and looked at the snake and said, "How could you?  I helped you and you bit me."  The snake looked him right in the eyes and said, "You knew what I was when you picked me up."

Drop by Drop

There once was a man and he wanted to move a rock.  He tried to blast it with floods of water, yet the rock was still there.  He tried to move it with a bull dozer, yet the rock was still there.  Try as he might, he could not move it.  So he brought all his friends.  They took shovels and picks and tried to move the rock.  All the efforts of all the men could not  move the rock.  Finally, they gave up and left.  But above the rock was a small ledge, with water dropping over it. Drop by drop the water started to fall.  Drop by drop, one small step at a time the rock began to dissolve until it was gone.  

Heaven and Hell

There was a man who couldn't decide if he wanted to go to Heaven or Hell.  God and the devil agreed to let him visit both places.  He went to Hell first and was shocked by what he saw.  The most beautiful table with the most sumptuous food was there.  He thought if this is the way it is, maybe this isn't so bad.  Then he looked at the people around the table and was amazed.  They were starving in front of a table of plenty.  He looked at their arms and attached was a 5 foot board extending from the elbow past the hand.  On the end was the utensil.  When they put their forks into the food and tried to put it to their mouth it was impossible.  He then decided to go to heaven.  Same table, same food, but these people were laughing and happy and FAT!  He thought they didn't have the boards attached, but was surprised to see the same scene.  There was one big difference.  When they reached in and got their food, they reached across the table and fed the person across from them.

The Bullfrog

There once was a boy who wanted to boil a bullfrog.  He put him into the boiling water and the frog immediately hopped out of the pan of water.  He tried it again and again with the same result, the frog hopped out of the water every time.  He told his Dad about his dilemma and his dad told him what to do.  He told him to get a pan of cold water and put the frog into the pan of water.  He did so and the frog began to swim around.  His dad then told him to turn up the heat under the pan.  As he did so, slowly the heat began to rise and the frog was lulled into sleep.  He was then able to boil the frog.

Bumblebee

Have you ever watched a bumble bee fly?  Did you know it is impossible?  It can’t be done.  There is no way for a bumblebee to fly.  Can’t be done!

Scientists have proven that it is aerodynamically impossible for the bumblebee to fly.  Its body is too heavy and its wings are too light.  You’ve probably read about this phenomenon before.  However, the bumblebee doesn’t read – it just flies.  

